Arnold’s Bequest Charity Board Extraordinary Meeting

All Lowestoft Town Council Councillors, as members of the corporate body of Trustees, are requested to
participate in an Extraordinary Meeting of the Arnold’s Bequest Charity Board, to be held at First Floor,
Hamilton House, Battery Green Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR32 1DE at 18:30 on Tuesday 11 March

2025. Members of the public can join the meeting remotely via the following link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89223937344. The meeting can also be observed via the following link:

https://youtu.be/JXBBIT50mUc.

Minutes

Present: Clirs Nasima Begum (Mayor), Wendy Brooks, Neil Coleby, Jen Jones, Christian Newsome, John
Pitts and Bernadette Rappensberger

In attendance: Lauren Elliott (Senior Committee and Project Clerk)

Public: There were no members of the public in attendance

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

Welcome

The fire evacuation procedure and public right to report were explained, and the meeting was
welcomed.

Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllrs Sonia Barker, Connor Blowers, Robert Breakspear, Graham
Parker, Andy Pearce and Deborah Ray, with reasons provided. Clir Coleby proposed approval of
the apologies received; seconded by Clir Rappensberger; all in favour.

Declarations of interests and consider any dispensations

Cllr Brooks declared she is a member of Suffolk Wildlife Trust.

The draft minutes and confidential note of the meeting on 28 January 2025, and the
confidential note of the Extraordinary Meeting on 17 December 2024

Clir Brooks proposed approval of the minutes and confidential notes; seconded by Clir
Rappensberger; all in favour.

A grounds maintenance report and an update on any actions or projects to be progressed
Improvement works to address the standing water on the car park area adjacent to the
Lighthouse Diner’s outdoor seating area had been completed. Pathway resurfacing works had
started that day. An update was requested on works to remove ivy from trees, and this would
be provided at the next meeting. With work having started on the pathways, it was queried
whether this would include work to divert the natural spring under the path, which could then
be used to develop a natural pond.

Project planning and long-term funding options

Clir Brooks had previously provided details of two organisations which provided funding for
environmental projects, and understood East Suffolk Council may also offer funding for this
purpose. The Town Council could make a donation to the charity, or the Charity Board could
submit a grant application to the Town Council. It was queried whether the Town Council could
lease an area of the land to develop a nursery. Whilst it was understood there was no legal
impediment, the land would need to be valued for the purpose of calculating rent, and due
process would need to be followed, in line with any terms set out in the Bequest. ClIr Brooks
proposed for officers to seek external funding to develop the natural pond; seconded by Clir
Coleby; all in favour. Detail of this and any other project would need to be worked out and
costed up.


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89223937344
https://youtu.be/JXBBlT50mUc

62.

63.

64.

65.

Matters relating to progressing lease arrangements for car parking areas (confidential)
To be considered during the confidential session.

Date of the next meeting
Tuesday 22 April 2025 18:00.

Items for the next agenda and close

There were no requests.

Clir Rappensberger proposed to move the meeting into confidential session. Seconded by Clir
Coleby; all in favour.

Resolution to close the meeting to the public

An update was provided on the lease renewal process for an existing tenant.

The Charity Board had received an approach to purchase a piece of the land. This was
considered and ClIr Brooks proposed to decline the offer; seconded by Clir Coleby; all in favour.
In providing a response, it was requested that the explanation include how the land had been
bequeathed to the people of Lowestoft, the personal story behind this, and the importance of
the site from an environmental aspect.

The meeting was closed at 18:47.

Signed: "
22 April 2025



