Lowestoft Town Council

Meeting of the Assets, Inclusion and Development Committee
First Floor, Hamilton House, Battery Green Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR32 1DE
19:00 on 3 March 2025

MINUTES

Present: Clirs Robert Breakspear (Chair), Wendy Brooks, Neil Coleby, Jen Jones, John Murray, Andy
Pearce, Bernadette Rappensberger, Nick Webb (Deputy Chair) and Elise Youngman

In Attendance: Lauren Elliott (Senior Committee and Project Clerk) and Taylor Williams (Committee
Clerk and Planning Assistant)
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. Welcome

The fire evacuation procedure and public right to report was explained and the meeting was
welcomed.

To receive and consider approval of apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs Christian Newsome and John Pitts with reasons provided.
Clir Jones proposed approval; seconded by Clir Rappensberger; all in favour.

Declarations of Interests and dispensations

157.1.To receive declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary, Other Registerable and Non-
Registerable interests from councillors on items on the agenda — ClIr Pearce declared he
was the Lowestoft Town Council (LTC) representative on Lowestoft & District
Allotments Ltd.

157.2.To consider written requests for dispensations for interests and note dispensations
granted — No written requests for dispensations had been received.

To consider the draft minutes and confidential note of the meeting on 3 February 2025
Cllr Brooks proposed approval; seconded by Cllr Pearce; all in favour.

Public forum

An opportunity for the public to make comments on any matters on this agenda, and to
consider any advance comments from the public — No advance comments had been received
and no members of the public were in attendance.

To monitor expenditure by this Committee and its Sub-Committees from their delegated
budgets
There were no updates on expenditure to raise with the Committee.

Parks and Open Spaces:
161.1.To receive and note the draft minutes of the Parks and Open Spaces Sub-Committee
meeting on 18 February 2025 — There were no comments.
161.2.To consider the following recommendation from the Parks and Open Spaces Sub-
Committee:
161.2a. Recommendation to establish a Town Council policy regarding the fencing of
children’s play areas — ClIr Brooks proposed to accept the officer
recommendation and approach the fencing of play areas on a case-by-case
basis.

This topic had been discussed at a previous meeting where it had been
requested LTC consider the creation of a policy that recognises its duty of care
for all play areas. The principle of the policy should be that play areas LTC is
responsible for must be fenced. In cases where ownership of the land sits with
another authority, then LTC would discuss shared duties and formulate a plan
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with that authority. If there was a particular reason why a play area should not
be fenced, then LTC would have an official record of the reasons why the play
area will not have a fence.

Clir Brooks withdrew her proposal.

Clir Pearce proposed a recommendation be made to Full Council to consider the
development of a policy that recognises LTC’s duty of care and presents a risk-
based approach to be added to the Open Spaces Strategy. If in agreement, Full
Council could then delegate the drafting of the policy to the appropriate body in
time for the Annual General Meeting. ClIr Jones seconded the proposal and a
vote was held with all in favour.
161.3.To consider line painting at Great Eastern Linear Park within a maximum budget of

£5,000 — ClIr Pearce proposed the line painting and budget be approved, with a

recommendation it be funded from the Parks Repair and Maintenance budget;

seconded by Clir Coleby.

It was noted the work would be undertaken by an external contractor.
A suggestion was made to install signs in the area instead as shared spaces between
cyclists and pedestrians tended to negate aggravation. A vote was held with seven votes
in favour; one vote against; and one abstention.

161.4.To receive draft plans for the Normanston Park changing rooms and toilet
refurbishment — The draft plans were received and it was noted the figures provided in
the report had been budgeted for.

161.5.To consider the feasibility and cost of installing floodlighting at the Normanston Park
skate park — ClIr Pearce proposed to proceed with the upgrade to the fuseboard at a
guoted cost of £2,678.14.

It was queried why the specification was for floodlighting as the previous discussions in
Committee meetings had been to install spot lighting that would shine down on the
skate park. Officers confirmed the brief supplied had been for lighting that would
enable safe use of the skate park after dark, the brief had not requested quotes for
floodlighting. It was explained the contractor who had provided the quote was a sports
specialist and had likely provided that specification due to health and safety reasons.

Clir Pearce amended his proposal to upgrade the fuseboard, as it was not linked to the
skate park but the overall capacity of the park, and for officers to review the
requirements and consider spot lighting for the skate park that could shine down and
not be installed at height, with alternative options to be brought back to the
Committee; seconded by Clir Murray; all in favour.

162. Events and Communications:
162.1.To receive and note the draft minutes of the Events and Communications Sub-
Committee meeting on 26 February 2025 — The minutes were in progress.

163. Allotments:
163.1.To receive and note the draft minutes of the Allotments Sub-Committee meeting on 15
January 2025 — The minutes were in progress.
163.2.To consider the following recommendation from the Allotments Sub-Committee:
163.2a. Recommendation to approve the lease to the Lowestoft and District Allotments
Ltd, with consideration of amendments/clarifications requested by the Sub-
Committee — ClIr Pearce proposed to accept and proceed with the lease on the
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basis provided in the recommendation, noting it would be clarified if the
Stradbroke Road site could be accommodated a in lease with the other sites,
otherwise it would be in a separate lease to avoid delays to the main lease;
seconded by ClIr Youngman; all in favour.

164. Community Safety:
164.1.To receive and note the draft minutes of the Extraordinary Community Safety Sub-

Committee meeting on 18 February 2025 — There were no comments.

164.2.To receive and consider specification and cost for a proposed fence to be installed

around the bowls green at Sparrows Nest — As the request to fence off the bowls green
had originally been made by the Sparrows Nest Bowls Club, and this specific
recommendation has come from officers, Clir Pearce proposed to endorse the officer
recommendation and set a maximum budget of £4,000, with officers to liaise with
bowls club on the final design, including the location of the gate and installation;
seconded by ClIr Coleby. Officers would consult with East Suffolk Council to confirm
planning requirements and clarify if the fence was appropriate for the conservation
area. It was noted the fence would solve some issues with anti-social behaviour that
caused unintentional vandalism, such as riding bikes or playing football on the green. A
vote was held with all in favour.

164.3.To consider how to manage community safety as a Town Council, with regards to

vandalism — There were concerns on the media attention given to vandalism and if it
may be counter-productive to stopping vandalism. It was suggested there be a
discussion with the Lowestoft Journal and that LTC to consider its own coverage on
social media and if that worsens the situation. It was noted that LTC were required to
respond to incidents of vandalism as the accountable body to assure the public on what
actions were being taken.

Clir Pearce proposed officers have a conversation with Lowestoft Journal on responsible
coverage, and a discussion with the Friends of Fen Park group and the police, with
feedback to be provided to a future Parks and Open Spaces meeting to understand the
perspective of other parties on responsible coverage. It was noted the Grounds
Maintenance Team were responsive to damages and the Friends of Fen Park worked
well to clear the area.

Clir Rappensberger seconded the proposal and a vote was held with all in favour.

165. Date of the next meeting
Monday 7 April 2025 — 19:00

166. Items for the next agenda and close
No items were requested for the next agenda.

167. To resolve that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be
excluded from the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to public
interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, namely any
legal issues relating to the matters on this agenda:
167.1.To consider any legal issues, including those above as required — There were no

resolutions.

The Chair closed the meeting at 20:03

Signed: "

7 April 2025
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