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Sports Facilities Provision in 
Parks in Lowestoft

Lowestoft Town Council are seeking public opinion on sports facilities within our parks and 
open spaces.

Taking part in sport and recreational activities is important to everyone's health and 
wellbeing, and in order to encourage uptake and participation in sports and recreational 
activities, Lowestoft Town Council are looking at how it can invest in and improve the 
facilities on offer.  Lowestoft Town Council already manage a number of different sport 
facilities (from a putting green to basketball courts) across Lowestoft which are all free-to-
use.

Each section of this survey covers a number of sites in Lowestoft (all owned by Lowestoft 
Town Council) which have some sports facilities in them already and asks how often you use 
the existing facilities and what new facilities you would like at each site.  You are welcome to 
fill in as much or as little of the survey as you like (there are options to skip sections if you 
wish).

Thank you for taking the time to fill in the survey.

Section 1

Yes

No

Do you live in Lowestoft?

1

Below is a .pdf version of the Sports Facilities survey with notes on how parts of the survey will work in the online version (which will be more interactive).  This survey
has been designed to try and capture as much relevnat data as possible to do with improving sports provision within Lowestoft.  The survey covers the main LTC sites
where sports facilities currently exist (Clarke's Lane, Denes Oval, Fen Park, Gunton Community Park, Kensington Gardens, Normanston Park, Rosedale Park and
Sparrows Nest) and asks what they like/dislike in each park, how often the existing facilities are used and what new facilities people would like in each park.  The
survey makes some suggestions on new facilities but also allows for people to make their own suggestions and add other comments.

In order to make the survey manageable for people who may not wish to answer questions on every site, the survey has options throughout to skip each park.

This large survey (the whole sirvey includes 199 questions), hopefully covers a number of survey suggestions that have been put forward, including surveys on the
assault course in Fen Park, the possible inclusion of gym equipment/teenage equipment at Rosedale Park, support and possible locations for a pump track
and petanque piste, and future refurbishment/repurposing of the Normanston Park changing rooms.

The aim would be to share the survey with various groups, including sports clubs/groups and 'friends of' groups alongside having some "in-person" engagement
events at the sites to encourage people who use the parks to complete the survey.  It would be recommended that this survey has a long consultation time (at least
six weeks) to allow for the engagement events and for comprehensive engagement in the survey,
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Under 18

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65 and older

What is your age bracket?
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Clarke's Lane

Hidden away in Elmtree Ward is Clarke’s Lane Park. This open space includes a play 
area and sports court in its northern quadrant and an open “meadow” section.

Continue to Clarke's Lane section

Skip section

The next section is on sports facilities in Clarke's Lane.  Please confirm if you 
would like to continue to this section or skip to the next. * 
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Clarke's Lane

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Yearly

Never

Other

How often do you visit Clarke's Lane?

4

Walk

Bike

Car

Other

How do you usually travel to Clarke's Lane?

5

MichaelWinter
Callout
If someone answer "Never", the survey skips to question 14



Personal Leisure

Dog Walking

Exercise

Use of Play Equipment

Other

What do you use Clarke's Lane for? (Please select as many options as 
applicable)

6

Location

Wildlife and Biodiversity

Play Equipment & Facilities

Accessibility

Other

What is your favourite part about Clarke's Lane? (Please select as many 
options as applicable)
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General Facilities

Sports Facilities

Play Equipment

Biodiversity & Wildlife

Seating Provision

Shade Provision

Other

What could be improved at Clarke's Lane? (Please select as many options as 
applicable)

8

How often do you use the 
following existing sports 
facilities in Clarke's Lane?

9

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Play Area

Multi-Use
Sports Area



What would be your opinion 
on installing the following at 
Clarke's Lane?

10

Alt text: Example images, including sensory
play, a wheelchair accessible swing, pump
track, skate park and outdoor gym equipment

Strongly
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Adult Gym
Equipment

Teenage
Assault
Course

Sensory Play
Equipment

Pump Track

Skate Park

Wheelchair
Accessible
Equipment



If they were installed, how often would you use the following at Clarke's 
Lane?

11

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Adult Gym
Equipment

Teenage
Assault
Course

Sensory Play
Equipment

Pump Track

Skate Park

Wheelchair
Accessible
Equipment

What other new facilities would you like to see in Clarke's Lane?

12



In what other ways could Lowestoft Town Council make Clarke's Lane more 
accessible and inclusive?

13

Live too far away

No facilities for me

Not aware of the park

Other

Why do you not visit Clarke's Lane?

14

Better or more varied facilities

Better accessibility

Other

If applicable, what would encourage you to visit Clarke's Lane?

15

MichaelWinter
Callout
The survey skips to question 16 (questions 14-15 are for people who selected that they "Never" visit Clarke's Lane



Any additional comments about Clarke's Lane?

16



Denes Oval

Gloriously set close to the Sea Wall, Denes Oval is predominantly a Sports Ground 
boasting excellent Cricket facilities, tennis hard courts and a nine-hole putting green.

Continue to Denes Oval section

Skip section

The next section is on sports facilities in Denes Oval.  Please confirm is you 
would like to continue to this section or skip to the next.
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Denes Oval

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Yearly

Never

Other

How often do you visit Denes Oval?

18

Walk

Bike

Car

Other

How do you usually travel to Denes Oval?
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Personal Leisure

Dog Walking

Exercise

Use of Sports Facilities (Tennis, Putting, Cricket)

Other

What do you use Denes Oval for? (Please select as many options as 
applicable)

20

Location

Wildlife and Biodiversity

Sports Facilities

Accessibility

Other

What is your favourite part about Denes Oval?
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General Facilities

Sports Facilities

Biodiversity & Wildlife

Seating Provision

Shade Provision

Other

What could be improved at Denes Oval?

22

How often do you use the 
following existing sports 
facilities in Denes Oval?

23

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Cricket
Facilities

Tennis Courts

Putting Green



What would be your opinion 
on installing the following at 
Denes Oval?

24

Strongly
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Pétanque
Piste

If they were installed, how often would you use the following at Denes 
Oval?

25

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Pétanque
Piste

What other new facilities would you like to see in Denes Oval?

26



In what other ways could Lowestoft Town Council make Denes Oval more 
accessible and inclusive?

27

Live too far away

No facilities for me

Not aware of the park

Other

Why do you not visit Denes Oval?

28

Better or more varied facilities

Better accessibility

Other

If applicable, what would encourage you to visit Denes Oval?
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Any additional comments about Denes Oval?

30



Fen Park

Tucked away in Kirkley, Fen Park has a history that dates back to the early 1900s. In 
the 1930s, the land was bought by a Mr Powell, who developed the area into a popu-
lar boating lake and menagerie.

The park has a wide range of plants and wildlife thanks to the various environments 
on offer - from waterways to woodland, reeds to shrubs and open spaces.  
Generations of swans have also called Fen Park their home.
Alongside the pond and woodland, the park boasts a children’s play area and new fit-
ness equipment and is a popular location for walks.

Continue to Fen Park section

Skip section

The next section is on sports facilities in Fen Park.  Please confirm is you 
would like to continue to this section or skip to the next.
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Fen Park

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Yearly

Never

Other

How often do you visit Fen Park?

32

Walk

Bike

Car

Other

How do you usually travel to Fen Park?

33
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Personal Leisure

Dog Walking

Exercise

Use of Play Equipment

Other

What do you use Fen Park for? (Please select as many options as applicable)

34

Location

Wildlife and Biodiversity

Play Equipment & Facilities

Accessibility

Other

What is your favourite part about Fen Park?

35



General Facilities

Play Equipment

Sports Facilities

Biodiversity & Wildlife

Seating Provision

Shade Provision

Other

What could be improved at Fen Park?

36



How often do you use the 
following existing sports 
facilities in Fen Park?

37

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Play Area

Fitness
Equipment
(Assault
Course)

Basketball
half-court



What would be your opinion 
on installing the following at 
Fen Park?

38

Strongly
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Adult Gym
Equipment

Wheelchair
Accessible
Equipment

Sensory Play
Equipment

If they were installed, how often would you use the following at Fen Park?

39

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Adult Gym
Equipment

Wheelchair
Accessible
Equipment

Sensory Play
Equipment



What other new facilities would you like to see in Fen Park?

40

In what other ways could Lowestoft Town Council make Fen Park more 
accessible and inclusive?

41

Live too far away

No facilities for me

Not aware of the park

Other

Why do you not visit Fen Park?

42
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Better or more varied facilities

Better accessibility

Other

If applicable, what would encourage you to visit Fen Park?

43

Any additional comments about Fen Park?

44



Gunton Community 
Park

The history of Gunton Community Park is an interesting one.  In 1944, Lowestoft 
Borough Council bought 89 acres of Park Farm and the Warnes’ estate by compulsory 
purchase. Immediately after the end of the Second World War, construction of the 
Gunton Estate began in order to resolve a critical shortage of housing. The roads of 
the estate were laid by German prisoners of war. The remaining rural land formed 
between Hollingsworth Road and the loop of Montgomery Avenue was developed as 
a recreational ground during the 1960’s, though some of the eastern area was lost 
later to housing development near the water tower.

The remaining area, now known as Gunton Community Park, is criss-crossed by well-
used footpaths, with two, well-equipped and popular sports and play areas for chil-
dren of all ages in the centre. The southwestern quadrant boasts a pair of football 
goals whilst there are also new trees in the park, planted as part of the Queen’s Green 
Canopy.

Continue to Gunton Community Park section

Skip section

The next section is on sports facilities in Gunton Community Park.  Please 
confirm is you would like to continue to this section or skip to the next.
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Gunton Community Park

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Yearly

Never

Other

How often do you visit Gunton Community Park?

46

Walk

Bike

Car

Other

How do you usually travel to Gunton Community Park?
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Personal Leisure

Dog Walking

Exercise

Use of Play Equipment

Other

What do you use Gunton Community Park for? (Please select as many 
options as applicable)

48

Location

Wildlife and Biodiversity

Play Equipment & Facilities

Accessibility

Other

What is your favourite part about Gunton Community Park?
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General Facilities

Play Equipment

Sports Facilities

Biodiversity & Wildlife

Seating Provision

Shade Provision

Other

What could be improved at Gunton Community Park?

50



How often do you use the 
following existing sports 
facilities in Gunton 
Community Park?

51

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Play Area

Multi-use
Sports Area

Football Pitch



What would be your opinion 
on installing the following at 
Gunton Community Park?

52

Strongly
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Adult Gym
Equipment

Teenage
Assault
Course

Skate Park

Pump Track



If they were installed, how often would you use the following at Gunton 
Community Park?

53

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Adult Gym
Equipment

Teenage
Assault
Course

Skate Park

Pump Track

What other new facilities would you like to see in Gunton Community Park?

54

In what other ways could Lowestoft Town Council make Gunton Community 
Park more accessible and inclusive?
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Live too far away

No facilities for me

Not aware of the park

Other

Why do you not visit Gunton Community Park?

56

Better or more varied facilities

Better accessibility

Other

If applicable, what would encourage you to visit Gunton Community Park?

57

Any additional comments about Gunton Community Park?

58



Kensington Gardens

Kensington Gardens is a park located on Kirkley clifftop, in the heart of the Lowestoft 
seafront. Within the park there are 4 public-use tennis courts, 2 bowling greens and a 
boating lake. With a friendly tearooms and café with indoor and outdoor seating, 
overlooking the bowling greens. Perfect for the summer with an additional ice cream 
kiosk.

Continue to Kensington Gardens section

Skip section

The next section is on sports facilities in Kensington Gardens.  Please 
confirm is you would like to continue to this section or skip to the next.
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Kensington Gardens

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Yearly

Never

Other

How often do you visit Kensington Gardens?

60

Walk

Bike

Car

Other

How do you usually travel to Kensington Gardens?
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Callout
Answering "Never" skips survey onto question 70



Personal Leisure

Dog Walking

Exercise

Use of Play Equipment

Other

What do you use Kensington Gardens for? (Please select as many options as 
applicable)

62

Location

Wildlife and Biodiversity

Sports Facilities

Accessibility

Other

What is your favourite part about Kensington Gardens?

63



General Facilities

Sports Facilities

Biodiversity & Wildlife

Seating Provision

Shade Provision

Other

What could be improved at Kensington Gardens?

64

How often do you use the 
following existing sports 
facilities in Kensington 
Gardens?

65

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Bowls Green

Tennis Courts

Boating Lake



What would be your opinion 
on installing the following at 
Kensington Gardens?

66

Strongly
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Sensory Play
Equipment

Pétanque
Piste

Pickleball
Courts

If they were installed, how often would you use the following at Kensington 
Gardens?

67

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Sensory Play
Equipment

Pétanque
Piste

Pickleball
Courts



What other new facilities would you like to see in Kensington Gardens?

68

In what other ways could Lowestoft Town Council make Kensington Gardens 
more accessible and inclusive?

69

Live too far away

No facilities for me

Not aware of the park

Other

Why do you not visit Kensington Gardens?
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Better or more varied facilities

Better accessibility

Other

If applicable, what would encourage you to visit Kensington Gardens?

71

Any additional comments about Kensington Gardens?

72



Normanston Park

Normanston Park is the largest park in Lowestoft. Home to Jester’s diner, famous for 
their hearty breakfasts and perfect for a takeaway coffee while strolling through the 
park.

Within its grounds is Park EAST Skatepark, an all concrete outdoor structure for all 
abilities; multiple public-use tennis courts, marked football pitches and a basketball 
half-court. With an enclosed children’s play area, gym equipment and outdoor ping-
pong tables, ideal for all the family to enjoy.

Continue to Normanston Park section

Skip section

The next section is on sports facilities in Normanston Park.  Please confirm is 
you would like to continue to this section or skip to the next.
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Normanston Park

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Yearly

Never

Other

How often do you visit Normanston Park?

74

Walk

Bike

Car

Other

How do you usually travel to Normanston Park?
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MichaelWinter
Callout
Survey skips to question 87



Personal Leisure

Dog Walking

Exercise

Use of Play Equipment

Other

What do you use Normanston Park for? (Please select as many options as 
applicable)

76

Location

Wildlife and Biodiversity

Play Equipment

Sports Facilities

Accessibility

Other

What is your favourite part about Normanston Park?
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General Facilities

Play Equipment

Sports Facilities

Biodiversity & Wildlife

Seating Provision

Shade Provision

Other

What could be improved at Normanston Park?

78



How often do you use the following existing sports facilities in Normanston 
Park?

79

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Play Area

Gym
Equipment

Tennis Courts

Table Tennis
Tables

Football
Pitches

Cricket
Pitches

Cycle Path

Running
Track

Skate Park

Basketball
half-court



What would be your opinion 
on installing the following at 
Normanston Park?

80

Strongly
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Pétanque
Piste

Pickleball
Courts

Pump Track

If they were installed, how often would you use the following at 
Normanston Park?

81

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Pétanque
Piste

Pickleball
Courts

Pump Track



What other new facilities would you like to see in Normanston Park?

82

Yes

No

Do you use the Changing Rooms at Normanston Park?

83

Repurposing

Refurbishing

Neither

Other

Would you be in favour of Lowestoft Town Council repurposing or 
refurbishing the Changing Rooms?

84



What would you like the Changing Rooms to be repurposed into?

85

In what other ways could Lowestoft Town Council make Normanston Park 
more accessible and inclusive?

86

Live too far away

No facilities for me

Not aware of the park

Other

Why do you not visit Normanston Park?

87
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Better or more varied facilities

Better accessibility

Other

If applicable, what would encourage you to visit Normanston Park?

88

Any additional comments about Normanston Park?

89



Rosedale Park

A sizeable, sloping grassed area, Rosedale Park is traversed by two lit footpaths from 
the busy, main Elm Tree Road.  The park is mainly a large open space with a fenced 
children’s playground in the centre, and goalposts for casual football.

The park provides a valuable green resource which serves the large housing estates in 
the centre of Elmtree Ward and is a popular site for dog walkers and families alike.  A 
variety of trees were recently planted within the park to coincide with the Queen’s 
Green Canopy and to continue the Town Council’s commitment to encouraging 
nature and wildlife in our green spaces.

Continue to Rosedale Park section

Skip section

The next section is on sports facilities in Rosedale Park.  Please confirm is 
you would like to continue to this section or skip to the next.
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Rosedale Park

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Yearly

Never

Other

How often do you visit Rosedale Park?

91

Walk

Bike

Car

Other

How do you usually travel to Rosedale Park?
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Personal Leisure

Dog Walking

Exercise

Use of Play Equipment

Other

What do you use Rosedale Park for? (Please select as many options as 
applicable)

93

Location

Wildlife and Biodiversity

Play Equipment

Sports Facilities

Accessibility

Other

What is your favourite part about Rosedale Park?
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General Facilities

Play Equipment

Sports Facilities

Biodiversity & Wildlife

Seating Provision

Shade Provision

Other

What could be improved at Rosedale Park?

95

How often do you use the following existing sports facilities in Rosedale 
Park?

96

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Play Area

Football
Pitches



What would be your opinion 
on installing the following at 
Rosedale Park?

97

Strongly
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Adult Gym
Equipment

Teenage
Assault
Course

Wheelchair
Accessible
Equipment

Multi-Use
Sports
Facilities

Basketball
Court

Skate Park

Pump Track



If they were installed, how often would you use the following at Rosedale 
Park?

98

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Adult Gym
Equipment

Teenage
Assault
Course

Wheelchair
Accessible
Equipment

Multi-Use
Sports
Facilities

Basketball
Court

Skate Park

Pump Track

What other new facilities would you like to see in RosedalePark?

99



In what other ways could Lowestoft Town Council make Rosedale Park more 
accessible and inclusive?

100

Live too far away

No facilities for me

Not aware of the park

Other

Why do you not visit Rosedale Park?

101

Better or more varied facilities

Better accessibility

Other

If applicable, what would encourage you to visit Rosedale Park?

102
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Any additional comments about Rosedale Park?

103



Sparrows Nest 
Gardens

Sparrows Nest Park, located in the North of Lowestoft by the Suffolk Coastline, bene-
fits with a children's play park, a vibrant Italian restaurant and idyllic café. With crisp 
patches of green it brims with nature, from deep-rooted trees to modest wildlife. The 
park is home to three museums, each with historical backstories, the Lowestoft Movie 
Maker Club and bowls club. During the summer Sparrows Nest hosts a number of 
events within the park.

Continue to Sparrows Nest Gardens section

Skip section

The next section is on sports facilities in Sparrows Nest Gardens.  Please 
confirm is you would like to continue to this section or skip to the next.
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Sparrows Nest Gardens

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Yearly

Never

Other

How often do you visit Sparrows Nest Gardens?

105

Walk

Bike

Car

Other

How do you usually travel to Sparrows Nest Gardens?
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Personal Leisure

Dog Walking

Exercise

Use of Play Equipment

Other

What do you use Sparrows Nest Gardens for? (Please select as many 
options as applicable)

107

Location

Wildlife and Biodiversity

Play Equipment

Sports Facilities

Accessibility

Other

What is your favourite part about Sparrows Nest Gardens?
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General Facilities

Play Equipment

Sports Facilities

Biodiversity & Wildlife

Seating Provision

Shade Provision

Other

What could be improved at Sparrows Nest Gardens?

109

How often do you use the following existing sports facilities in Sparrows 
Nest Gardens?

110

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Play Area

Bowls Green



What would be your opinion 
on installing the following at 
Sparrows Nest Gardens?

111

Strongly
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree

Strongly
disagree

Wheelchair
Accessible
Equipment

Sensory Play
Equipment

If they were installed, how often would you use the following at Sparrows 
Nest Gardens?

112

Daily

More than
once a
week Weekly

More than
twice a
month Monthly Never

Wheelchair
Accessible
Equipment

Sensory Play
Equipment



What other new facilities would you like to see in Sparrows Nest Gardens?

113

In what other ways could Lowestoft Town Council make Sparrows Nest 
Gardens more accessible and inclusive?

114

Live too far away

No facilities for me

Not aware of the park

Other

Why do you not visit Sparrows Nest Gardens?

115
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Better or more varied facilities

Better accessibility

Other

If applicable, what would encourage you to visit Sparrows Nest Garden?

116

Any additional comments about Sparrows Nest Gardens?

117



This content is neither created nor endorsed by Microsoft. The data you submit will be sent to the form
owner.

Microsoft Forms

Other locations in Lowestoft

This is your opportunity to suggest other locations where sports facilities could be in-
corporated.

Please note that Lowestoft Town Council can only take considerations on land owned 
by Lowestoft Town Council.  If you suggest sport facilities improvements on land not 
owned by Lowestoft Town Council, we will endeavour to pass these comments onto 
the correct authority where appropriate.

Are there any other locations in Lowestoft that you would like Lowestoft 
Town Council to consider more sports facilities?

118

What sports facilities would you like to see in these locations?

119




