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1. Introduction  

 

There are many calls for cycling to be the first form of transport for short journeys. This document 

explores the current provision in Lowestoft to support cycling and how the Town Council can develop 

provision by working with other statutory authorities and stakeholders and adopting policy for 

improved cycling.  

Cycling has become popular for a variety of reasons. The health benefits of cycling daily rather than 

taking a car for short trips outweigh the risks of inhalation of air pollutants. Regular cycling boosts 

physical fitness and is an efficient way to prevent obesity. 
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2. Current cycling provision in Lowestoft  

Extracted from the Suffolk County Council Lowestoft Cycle Map 2015.  
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2.3 Hire and parking 

 

This section is still to be completed. Thought to be given to how cycling parking is required in new 

housing development as well as provision in the town for cycle parking and hire  
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2.4 Tourism  

 

Can cycling support the tourist economy. There are several cycle routes published on-line which 

mention cycling to Britain’s most easterly point. 
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3. Supporting Policy Documents 

3.1 Waveney Local Plan 

There are several references to the promotion of cycling in Lowestoft and throughout the Waveney 

area in the Local Plan. The policy to support this is WLP8.2. 
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3.2 Draft Policy from the Lowestoft Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The emerging NDP includes policies for transport and movement around the Town. These policies will 

be included in the forthcoming public consultation.  

Transport and Movement 
Purpose  

To provide balanced and sustainable transport for people of all ages, means and mobility. 

Rationale and Evidence 

National Policy 

Paragraph 109 of the NPPF states: 
 

‘Development should only be prevented or refused on highways grounds if there would be an unacceptable 
impact on highway safety, or the residual cumulative impacts on the road network would be severe’. 

 
Paragraph 102 requires transport issues to be considered from the earliest stages of plan-making and refers to a 
range of issues, including impacts on transport networks, walking, cycling and public transport, environmental 
impacts of traffic and transport infrastructure, patterns of movement and design. 

 
Local Policy 

The Local Plan Policy WLP8.21 – Sustainable Transport, requires development proposals to be designed from the 

outset to incorporate measures that will encourage people to travel using non-car modes to access home, school, 

employment, services and facilities. 

Planning Rationale 

The main A12 road from London into the southern area of Lowestoft ends at the town’s harbour bascule bridge. 

This connects to the A47 which runs around the centre of the town, before exiting the town and crossing the 

county border into Norfolk (towards Great Yarmouth).  

Lowestoft Railway Station is centrally located within walking distance of the beach and the town centre. It provides 
services to Ipswich on the East Suffolk Line and to Norwich along the Wherry Line. Both Ipswich and Norwich 
provide high speed connections to London Liverpool Street.  The City of Norwich offers an airport which connects 
internationally via Schipol.  
 
However, overall, transportation to Lowestoft is very poor, giving it a feeling of being isolated. Poor transportation 
infrastructure discourages tourism and business growth.  New business hesitate to establish themselves here and 
existing business struggle to grow because it is so difficult to get workers, supplies, etc. in and out of the town. 
There is no major dual carriageway road that is a continuous link to other major towns, including its own county 
seat. 

For the town to serve current business needs, accommodate growth and attract development focussed on the 
North Sea, significant investment in Lowestoft’s road infrastructure and its access routes via the A12 and A47 is 
necessary. These involve unlocking pinch points and re-routing traffic away from congested areas, including: 
 

 New crossing over Lake Lothing 

 Upgrades to Urban Traffic Management Control System 

 Improvements to the A47/A12 

 Junction and Access Improvements to Enterprise Zones 
 

Public transportation in town is limited to buses and taxis.  Lowestoft’s central axis runs down Yarmouth Road, High 
Street and down through London Road South to Pakefield.  The new Tom Crisp road runs about a half mile west and 
also feeds traffic north south. Public transport runs down these main roads north/south but is very weak east to 
west.  
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A key characteristic of Lowestoft is that around 80% of people who work in the town also live there1. 6% of 
Lowestoft residents use public transportation to get to work.  Nationally, in towns like Lowestoft, there are 1.24 
cars/vans per household. 64% of Lowestoft residents use a car to travel to work. The national average for car 
ownership is 43% (one car or van). 

 
As a compact and relatively flat town, cycling is a major transportation mode through town and again, the 
north/south links for a cyclist are good, but the east/west links are very poor. Most journeys are short and could be 
made without the car. However, cycle paths are inadequate and poorly laid out, with good paths being isolated in 
sections and suddenly disappearing altogether. A new pedestrian and cycle bridge has been proposed to cross Lake 
Lothing. 
 
The Suffolk County Council Transport Plan estimates that 80% of people living within Lowestoft also work in the 
town which means that many journeys are short2.  
 
The policy requires a balanced approach to transport provision in new development, including emphasis on 
pedestrian convenience and cyclists. It is intended to augment Local Plan Policy WLP8.21. 

 

POLICY TM1: Balanced Transport Provision 

1. New development must incorporate a balanced provision of transport options. This includes: 
a) Prioritising the needs and convenience of pedestrians and cyclists, including ease of movement and making 

connections to surrounding pathways, as required by policy EP1; 
b) Designing for low vehicle speeds, varied provision of parking and ensuring that the public realm is not 

dominated by traffic and parking, as required by Policy EP1; 
c) Including convenient links within the layout of new development to nearby public transport facilities; 
d) Including secure, covered storage for cycles, scooters and other personal transport within all new 

development, including facilities for every new dwelling in residential development; 
e) Providing electric charging points. 

2. Car-free development will be supported within the Town Centre, defined in Policy ETC1.  
 

Interpretation and Guidance 

The requirement for secure, covered storage for cycles, scooters and other personal transport may be addressed 

through collective facilities for apartments or employment or community development. For houses, each dwelling 

should normally have its own facility. 

The policy ensures that sustainable transport options are designed into new development, avoiding over-reliance 

on motor vehicles. Priority should be given to pedestrian convenience, especially in the layout of new development. 

Some parts of the policy only apply to development that includes new layout. The requirement for secure, covered 

storage and electric charging points would also apply to changes of use or new single dwellings.  

No figure is given for the extent of provision of electric charging points (though a minimum of one point is required 

to comply with the policy). However, it is important to consider that development without adequate provision will 

become unviable in a relatively short period of time.  

This policy and Policy EP1 encourage a varied approach to parking, so that the public realm is not dominated. This 

may best be achieved through mixed provision of garages, hard standing spaces and on-street. For apartments, 

parking could be incorporated into the ground floor. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/business/regeneration-projects/lowestoft-transport-and-infrastructure-projects/ 

2 (www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-andtransport/public-transport-bus-pass-and-transport-planning/transport-planningstrategy-
and-plans/). 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/business/regeneration-projects/lowestoft-transport-and-infrastructure-projects/
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-andtransport/public-transport-bus-pass-and-transport-planning/transport-planningstrategy-and-plans/
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-andtransport/public-transport-bus-pass-and-transport-planning/transport-planningstrategy-and-plans/
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3.3 East Suffolk Council Cycle Strategy 

The current cycle strategy can be viewed at 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Waveney-Local-Plan/Background-Studies/Waveney-

Cycle-Strategy.pdf 

On 19 October 2020 East Suffolk Council issued the following consultation which closes on 30 

November 2020 

Further details can be found at https://sway.office.com/Srx8JnLoIFRbef0b?ref=Link 
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3.4 Extract from the Lowestoft Town Centre Master Plan 
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3.5 Suffolk County Council Prioritised Rolling Five Year Plan for Cycling  

file:///C:/Users/footes/Downloads/Agenda%20Item%207c%20-%20Appendix%20B%20-

%20Prioritised%20five%20year%20plan%20(1).pdf) 

This document should be viewed in its entirety to see the priorities allocated to cycling across the 

county and where Lowestoft featured within the prioritisation.  It seems the town has missed 

substantial funding for projects which would have supported the environmental and physical well-

being of the town and its people.  

 

3.6 Lowestoft Town Council Climate Emergency Declaration 

The Town Council’s climate emergency declaration of June 2019 supports alternatives to car use 

including walking, cycling and public transport.  

https://www.lowestofttowncouncil.gov.uk/about-the-council/climate-emergency/ 

 

3.7 Lowestoft Town Council Health Emergency Declaration 

The Town Council’s Health Emergency Declaration prioritises support and promotion of transport 

which is not reliant on fossil fuel and which encourages exercise and independence, including cycling, 

walking and running. 

file:///C:/Users/footes/Downloads/Agenda%20Item%207c%20-%20Appendix%20B%20-%20Prioritised%20five%20year%20plan%20(1).pdf)
file:///C:/Users/footes/Downloads/Agenda%20Item%207c%20-%20Appendix%20B%20-%20Prioritised%20five%20year%20plan%20(1).pdf)
https://www.lowestofttowncouncil.gov.uk/about-the-council/climate-emergency/
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https://www.lowestofttowncouncil.gov.uk/assets/Webpage-Important-Documents/Policies-and-

Procedures/Health-and-Well-Being-Emergency-Declaration.pdf 

 

 

 

 

4.Partner organisations 

 

This section will be completed once engagement with local cycle clubs has happened and a response 

from Sustrans has been received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Consultation Responses 

 

During August and September 2020, The Town Council asked via its Facebook page, website and 

articles in the Lowestoft Journal for comments on cycling provision within the town.  

 

May I suggest joining up the cycling dots from Pakefield (Arbor Lane) to Pakefield Road along the very popular 

scenic cliff top and waterfront, with some will and a little modification to existing pedestrian infrastructure 

along a 1km section we could have a continuous 3km cycling route linking up Pakefield to the traffic free sea-

front and onto Lowestoft town centre a real asset and perfectly complements what the government wants to 

happen.  Currently, as you can see in the attached photographs, this 1km section is narrow along parts of the 

route and even passing pedestrians and/or cyclists have to step off the footpath which a popular route for 

cyclists, yes I know cyclists are supposed to dismount and walk this 1km section but let’s move on and grasp the 

nettle and make it a harmonious link for both pedestrians and cyclists into Lowestoft, a win-win for all along 

the scenic cliff? Please note this very popular cliff top route offers no possibility for social distancing in many 

parts even for pedestrians? 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

6.  How Lowestoft Town Council will support the development and promotion of cycling in the 

Lowestoft 

 

Committees and Sub-Committees will need to consider this section and feed in their ideas; Climate 

Emergency, Parks and Open Spaces, AID. 


